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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 1/28/2005 has been entered. 

2. To clarify the record at this point in the prosecution, claims 13, 16-21, 23-31, and 69-80 
are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see the above-mentioned submission, with respect to the 
rejections set-forth in the Office action mailed 8/11/2004 have been fiiUy considered and are 
persuasive. Brooks (US 3,826,301 A) generally teaches that overspray exists in plasma spraying 
processes. The overspray collection system of Ivey, however, is designed for liquid paint. There 
is no suggestion in Ivey or any other prior art reference suggesting that such a device could be 
successfiiUy utilized to collect molten metal overspray firom the plasma spraying method of 
Matsunaga. Further, when the references are taken as a whole, they can do no better than to 
suggest that it would be obvious to try such a low pressure overspray removal, which does not 
render the claims obvious (see MPEP § 2145(X)(B)). The rejections of the claims have been 
withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1 3, 1 6-2 1 , 23-3 1 , and 69-80 are allowed. 
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5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The closest prior art 
has been made of record. As noted above, there is no prior art reference or combination of 
references that teaches or reasonably suggests the claimed method comprising generating a 
reduced air pressure zone proximate the spray nozzle (said zone moveable with said nozzle) 
while spraying and moving the spray nozzle. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier conmiunications from the 
examiner should be directed to William P. Fletcher III whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1419, The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 9 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are xmsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Shrive P. Beck can be reached on (571) 272-1415. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appHcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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